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Immediate Release

NEW AWARDS SHOWERED ON HARLEM RBI IN 2007!
(New York- November 14, 2007) – 2007 was full of positive change and growth for Harlem RBI’s programs and the organization, and its staff were honored with several awards including:

· 2007 Bank of America “Neighborhood Builder Award” that recognizes two organizations annually for their commitment to the growth and vitality of their neighborhood.  This award through Bank of America’s Neighborhood Excellence Initiative includes a $200,000 grant as well as leadership training for Harlem RBI’s staff.
· The REAL Kids Program received the 2007 James Patterson Pageturner Award honoring organizations that go to extraordinary lengths to spread the joy of books and reading across the country.
· Vincent Coleman, Harlem RBI’s Director of Baseball and Softball Programs received the 2007 Bank of America “Local Hero Award” that honors five individuals annually for their commitment to the community.
· Vincent Coleman also received Baseball America Magazine’s 2007 “Youth Coach of the Year” Award to be presented at Major League Baseball’s Winter Meetings in December.

· Harlem RBI’s REAL Kids Program Director, Megan Demarkis, has been selected as one of 22 “After-School Ambassadors” by the Afterschool Alliance.  In collaboration with the Afterschool Alliance, Ms. Demarkis will use the model REAL Kids After-School Program to build support and understanding of the importance of high quality after-school programs in the media and politics.  
· Rachel Cytron, Harlem RBI's Deputy Director for Programs, received “The After School Experience 2007 Excellence Award.” This award from New York 21st CCLC recognizes individuals who have made remarkable contributions to the field of out-of-school time (OST) programming.
About Harlem RBI: 

The dream of Harlem RBI began in 1991, when a group of volunteers transformed an abandoned, garbage-strewn lot in the middle of East Harlem into two magnificent baseball diamonds for the children of the neighborhood. Harlem RBI’s mission is to use baseball and softball and the power of teams to provide inner-city youth with opportunities to Play, to Learn and to Grow, inspiring them to recognize their potential and realize their dreams. 

Harlem RBI, a 501(c)3 organization, is a dynamic youth-development program located in East Harlem, New York.  Harlem RBI prides itself on being a community-based organization that successfully integrates youth development principles with the benefits of sports activity and team participation.  A staff of 23 full-time professionals—with the support of a dedicated corps of over 250 part-time staff, volunteers and interns—implement year-round programs for more than 700 boys and girls, ages 7-18.  Membership on a baseball or softball team opens the door to participation in an array of exemplary programs that support youth as they grow from vulnerable children into resilient young adults. For more information visit www.harlemrbi.org.

