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Bank of America Charitable Foundation Honors New York City Community Leaders with $450,000 through 2007 Neighborhood Excellence Initiative™ Awards

Bronx River Alliance and Harlem RBI, Inc. Each Receive $200,000 

in Unrestricted Grants
New York City – The Bank of America Charitable Foundation today announced the recipients of the fourth annual Neighborhood Excellence Initiative (NEI) awards in New York City.  These awards recognize and reward individuals and organizations that are making a difference in the New York City community. With the announcement of this year’s award recipients, Bank of America has committed $1.8 million to date through the Neighborhood Excellence Initiative in New York City. 

“This year’s NEI award recipients show the kind of leadership and dedication that Bank of America believes is essential to the health and vitality of our community,” said Alan Rappaport, New York State President, Bank of America.  “Through this program, our goal is to inspire change at the local level.  By supporting these organizations and individuals who create opportunities in our community everyday, we are making New York City a better place to live.”

The Neighborhood Excellence Initiative honors awardees in three categories: Neighborhood Builders™ – local non-profit organizations working to promote vibrant communities; Local Heroes™ – community leaders who contribute significantly to the health of their neighborhoods; and Student Leaders™ – exemplary high school students with an interest in improving their neighborhoods.  New York City’s 2007 NEI award recipients are as follows:
2007 Neighborhood Builders are:

· Bronx River Alliance is a model for community-based waterfront development and education throughout New York City and the region.  The Alliance works collaboratively with public and private partners to protect, improve and restore the Bronx River and create a continuous Greenway through the heart of the Bronx, creating a healthy, ecological, recreational, educational and economic resource for many Bronx communities.
· Harlem RBI Inc.’s mission is to use baseball and softball, and the power of teams, to provide inner-city youth with the opportunities to play, learn, and grow, inspiring them to recognize their potential and realize their dreams.  Due to Harlem RBI’s impressive success rate, with 94% of its children continuing on to college, the organization has evolved over time into an academic support system.  Harlem RBI, Inc. will use their NEI grant to help their opening of a new charter school in East Harlem.
The Neighborhood Builder award is given to two local non-profit organizations that have actively worked to improve their communities.  Recipients receive $200,000 of “unrestricted” grant funding over the course of two years, which can be used to cover operating expenses and build program capacity.  Bank of America is one of the few corporations in the U.S. that provides unrestricted grant funding to non-profit organizations on such a broad basis.  In addition, the bank provides an innovative leadership development program for the executive director and an emerging leader from each organization to learn with other non-profit leaders across the country.  

2007 Local Heroes are: 

· Vincent Coleman, of New Rochelle, left his position at a Manhattan law firm to become Harlem RBI’s Baseball and Softball Director, where he is currently the “Head Coach,” mentor and role model to over 650 at-risk youth in Harlem.  Coleman will direct his NEI grant to Harlem RBI, Inc.
· Veronica Franklin, of Long Island City, Queens, restructured OurKids, an after school program for elementary school students at the Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood Settlement House.  Her work with OurKids provides structure, support and motivation to children who need it the most.  Franklin will direct her NEI grant to the Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood Settlement House.
· Jasmine Nielsen, of Brooklyn, works to guarantee honest, quality, relevant and appropriate HIV education to New York City’s youth.  Nielsen will direct her NEI grant to Love Heals, the AIDS foundation where she serves as Director.
· Laverne Taylor, of Harlem, is a vibrant, community-minded mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, who is an active volunteer in the Harlem community.  She has touched the lives of countless children through her work with Head Start, as well local tenant associations and correctional facilities.  Taylor will direct her NEI grant to Save a Park, Save a Child, where she serves as Director.
· Carmine DeBetta, of Staten Island, is a dedicated teacher who focuses his attention on drug prevention, curriculum development, objective program assessments, and counseling and tough love conflict resolution.  His work and volunteer efforts have resulted in thousands of kids becoming strong leaders and responsible citizens.  DeBetta will direct his NEI grant to The March of Dimes.
In recognition of their contributions to neighborhood vitality, each of the five Local Heroes directs a $5,000 donation to an eligible non-profit of their choice.  
2007 Student Leaders are: 

· Yaw Amankwah, of the Bronx, is a graduate of Collegiate Institute for Math and Science.  He interned at Common Ground and is currently pursuing undergraduate studies at Columbia University.

· Andrew D’Antonio, of Brooklyn, is a senior at Staten Island Technical High School.  He interned at Common Ground.

· Cherrelle Nicholson, of Brooklyn, is a senior at Catherine McAuley High School.  She interned at New York Cares.

· Jasmine Peters-McClashie, of Brooklyn, is a graduate of Boys and Girls High School.  She interned at Publicolor and is currently pursuing undergraduate studies at Lawrence University in Appelton, WI.

· Gulam Raju, of Ozone Park, Queens, is a senior at Townsend Harris High School at Queens College.  He interned at Common Ground.

The NEI Student Leaders are five exemplary high school students with an interest in improving their neighborhoods, and who show great leadership potential.  To further their personal and educational growth, each Student Leader participated in a paid, eight-week summer internship with a community-based organization as well as a series of leadership training and community service activities.  

The Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence Initiative began in 2004 to recognize, nurture and reward organizations and individuals helping to rebuild and revitalize their communities.  In 2007, the Foundation will commit $20 million globally to the initiative, which operates in 44 of the bank’s major markets, bringing the total commitment under the program to nearly $70 million by the end of this year.  

Award recipients in each category were chosen by a local market selection committee chaired by Rappaport.  Members of this committee included Maurice Coleman, Community Impact Market Executive, Bank of America; Gail Harvey, Assistant Vice President, Market Development Specialist, Bank of America; George Fertitta, CEO, NYC & Co.; Rosanne Haggerty, President, Common Ground; Jill Kaplan, Publisher, Crain’s New York Business; Paul LeClerc, President & CEO, New York Public Library; Geri Mannion, Chair, Strengthening U.S. Democracy Program and of the Special Opportunities Fund, Carnegie Corporation of New York; and Sally Ann Mosey, Weekend Meteorologist, WNBC.

Bank of America Corporate Philanthropy
Bank of America has embarked on an unprecedented 10-year goal to give $1.5 billion to nonprofit organizations engaged in improving the quality and vitality of their neighborhoods.  The Bank of America Charitable Foundation will give more than $200 million in 2007, making the bank one of the most generous corporate donors in the world.  Bank of America approaches giving through a national strategy called "neighborhood excellence" under which it works with local leaders to identify and meet the most pressing needs of individual communities.  Through Team Bank of America, bank associate volunteers contribute more than 500,000 hours each year to improve the quality of life in their communities nationwide.  For more information about Bank of America Corporate Philanthropy, please visit www.bankofamerica.com/foundation.
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